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Tips for Home Visitors
Raising A Reader’s Theory of Change and the Five Anchor Behaviors
Behavior #1: The child drives the process, and the red book bag becomes a favorite toy.
· Introduce the red book bag to the child and parents together.  Get down on the floor with the child and parents, so that you are all on the same level.  Show excitement and enthusiasm as you let the children and parents touch and use the bright-colored book bag with a chubby zipper and handles.  Allow the children to open the book bag and take out the books featuring wonderful illustrations, age-appropriate language, and multi-cultural themes.  
· Talk about sharing and gentle book handling.  Use the blue library book bag as an incentive to motivate the children to take good care of the books and to ease the rotation process for the child.
· Trade each book bag for a sticker.
Behavior #2: The book bag delivery system is “turnkey” – early childhood professionals are taught a smooth, easy and sustained routine tailored to the early care environment.
Raising A Reader works best when the bags and the check-in/check-out logs are always kept in one place. 
You may decide to:

· Designate one staff person other than the Home Visitor to log books in and out, checking to make sure all books are returned.
· Use one of several tracking tools recommended by Raising A Reader Headquarters, such as a log sheet, pocket chart, or recipe box.
Behavior #3: Parents overcome their initial apprehensions and enthusiastically engage in effective “read-aloud” behavior.
Home Visit #1 (30 minutes -do not leave book bag):

· View the “Read-Aloud” video with the parents.  Discuss the messages of the video, including the importance of storytelling and family-bonding, emphasizing that it is important to start at this stage of the child’s life.  Encourage the parent to read for only 5 minutes a day until the child becomes more comfortable. (15 minutes)
· Share color photos of brain activity from the Early Brain Development in the Teacher Attaché.  The sample messages that accompany these powerful images set the stage for motivating parent involvement. (5 minutes)
· Explore the book bags together with the children.  Review the books and cover these points: (1) Each book has a RAR sticker on it for identification; (2) Discuss the Blue Library Book bag as a reward once the family has been engaged in the reading routine; and (3) Demonstrate gentle book handling using a puppet. (5 minutes)
· Talk about the community investment and shared responsibility of caring for the materials and inform the parent and child that they will be receiving their first book bag next week (5 minutes).
· Leave “Read-Aloud” video with the parent to share with other adults or family members who interact with the child.
Home Visit #2 (20 minutes - leave book bag)
· Model “read-aloud” best practices, highlighting that strong literacy skills are not essential in order to engage in “read-aloud”.  Demonstrate the wordless book activity and ask parents to practice with their child while you watch.  Make sure to talk about ways to engage children in the story.  For verbal children, ask open-ended questions about the story and wait 5-10 seconds for a response (they take longer to process information). (10 minutes)
Home Visit #2 continued
· Address any concerns the family may have (i.e., “My child is too young to read.” “I’m too busy to read.” “But I don’t read English at all.” See FAQs sheet with responses to these common concerns. (5 minutes)
· Explore book bag that you will be leaving with the child and parent.  Allow children to take out the books, open and close the books and bag  Reiterate proper book handling and remind both the child and parent that the child will be given a Blue Library Book bag for their own use when they go to the library or once the family has engaged in a reading routine. (5 minutes)
Home Visit #3 (25 minutes, leave 2nd book bag)
· Ask family how the first week went.  Did the family have trouble engaging in “read-aloud”?  If so, coach them through this.  Discuss with parent and child which was the favorite book and why.  Ask how the parent felt when reading to the child. (10 minutes)
· Encourage parents to use book-sharing techniques highlighted in “Advanced Read-Aloud” booklet included in the Teacher Attache.  Model for them and then ask parent to read-aloud the favorite book to the child. (15 minutes)
· Trade first bag with the second bag and a sticker.  If child has a problem letting go of the first bag, entice them by pulling out the new books and highlighting the illustrations.
Ongoing Visits (15 minutes)

· Check-in with family regarding how the reading routine went that week.  Discuss favorite books.
· Model “read-aloud” or ask parent to model, continuing to coach them on ways to engage their children in the activity.
· Continue to encourage child’s enthusiasm for books and message the importance of “read-aloud” to parents/caregivers.

· Trade book bag with another book bag and a sticker.
Behavior #4: Early childhood professionals learn early brain development and advanced “read-aloud” strategies.  They promote early literacy in their practice and train the parents.
The Peninsula Partnership will host a refresher training for the School Readiness Home Visitors once a year to highlight some new best practices, receive further “read-aloud” training, a Refresher Kit to replace damaged or lost books, and the Blue Library Book bags for new families. 

Behavior #5: Families get to know and use their local library, drawn in by their child and the power of the Blue Library Book bag.
Ideas for Home Visitors:
· Meet or take the family to the library and help the parent fill out a library card application.  Give the blue bag to the child for his/her use to take his/her library books home.
· Introduce the parent to the Children’s Librarian.  

· Show the parent the section of the library that has books in his/her language, if possible.

· If it is not possible to meet or take the family to the library, after the family has been engaged in a regular reading routine, present the Blue Library Book bag to the child.  Include a library card application as well as flyers of any appropriate library events and bus schedules of the bus lines that go to the library.  Review these materials with the parent.  

· For immigrant families, make sure to help address any fears they may have of public institutions.  Let them know that they do not have to be documented to get a library card, nor will a library card alert the INS to a family’s documentation status.  Using the library is not considered a “public charge” and will not impact future residency status considerations by the INS.
· A few weeks following the presentation of the Blue Library Book bag to the child, check-in with the parents to see how things are going with the family using the library.  Address any concerns the family may have.
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